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Final Article Inspection – What is it?
A final article inspection is like an insurance policy against poor quality
A Final Article Inspection is performed when your goods in China are complete and awaiting
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check against your product specifications to ensure compliance, including packaging and
labelling. You receive a full report once the inspection is complete so you can decide the
next step with confidence.

It helps you identify issues and take corrective action before the goods leave China
Inspection Type - MIL STD 105E
When performing a Final Article Inspection, our inspectors use the internationally recognised
US Military inspection standard MIL-STD-105E.
This standard provides a procedure and reference table that the inspector refers to when
planning and conducting your inspection. The concept is based on a probabilistic
recurrence of events when a series or lots or batches are produced in a stable environment.
See full standard MIL STD 105E with AQL specifications at the following Link

How do we do it?
Our inspector randomly selects products from the completed batch to test. Faults that are
identified are then classified into three categories and counted. If the number of faults
exceeds the standard acceptable quantity (refer to AQL table), then the overall inspection
fails and its likely you will need to take corrective action.

The three defect categories are;
Critical Defect When the product fails to meet mandatory specifications and is unfit
for sale.

Major Defects When the product is likely to result in a function failure or its usability is
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likely to be reduced as a result of the defect. This is also applicable when the product
has signs of obvious disfiguration which may potentially affect its saleability.

Minor Defects When the defect is slight and is unlikely to reduce its usability and/or
function and may or may not reduce the saleability of the product.

Inspection Techniques
A sample of an approved product (including packing where available) will be used for your
inspection and the inspector will cross reference this against the finished goods. Checks
include:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Product Appearance: does the product conform to specifications with respect to shape,
appearance, style and colour?
Performance: does the item function as required, and does it meet other rudimentary
tests as requested by you?
Workmanship: does it correspond with the sample supplied and were the numbers of
detected defective samples within AQL acceptable limits?
Assembly: are the components of the item well assembled without loose, missing or
damaged parts? Does the product function properly after repeated manipulation?
Accessories: are all the accessories included and do they match the sample description?
Material: whether the material is the same as the reference sample description? How
does it touch and feel compared with the sample?
Colours: do they match the reference sample and are the colours uniform throughout
the sample selection?
Size and Measurements: does this comply with the reference sample?
Weight: where applicable, is this consistent with the reference sample and the quantity?
Assortment: where goods need to be packaged in assortment, compliance with this is
checked.
Quantity Status: does the quantity conform to your specifications (purchase order)?
Shipping Marks: do shipping marks conform with your specifications (photos to be
provided)?
Carton Status: are they packed and sealed appropriately and fit for transport (dry, clean
and stored correctly)?
Packing and Marking: does this conform with your request; including packing method,
packing material, barcode, printing and so on?
Factory Warehouse: an on-site inspection and factory photos will be taken and provided.
Container Inspection: is the container in good condition: dry, clean and in a suitable
condition to undergo the voyage?

Full details of product specifications, packaging and labelling requirements will be required.
When a sample cannot be provided, photos or a production description will be requested.

How long does it take?
Depending on the size of the order, the
location of the factory and the travel
time to get there, a Final Article
Inspection and report can be completed
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and emailed within 48 hours of
commencement.
You will receive your pdf version via email,
including colour photos and inspection
results.

Need help interpreting the results?
Any questions regarding the findings in the report can be answered through the China
Blueprint Sydney office. If a follow-up inspection is required or further tests need to be
undertaken, you can choose the same inspector to undertake these activities upon request.

What’s included?
Included

Final Article Inspection

1. 24/hr confirmation

Yes

2. 24/hr report delivery once inspection complete

Yes

3. MIL STD - 105E Inspection Standard

Yes

4. Inspector attend inspection site

Yes

5. Post Inspection support to interpret inspection results

Yes

6. Option to customise inspection criteria

Yes

7. Weekend inspection support if required

Yes

8. During inspection updates if required

Yes

To book an inspection call +61 2 92672933 or email info@chinablueprint.com.au

Why we are different to other inspection agencies
Once we receive your application we will contact you to establish the inspection criteria of
your project and discuss any special requirements or inspection standards that your unique
project may have.
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finish. We discuss with you the inspection process, important inspection issues that you may
not have considered, and how to interpret your inspection report. If the inspection reveals
faults or errors we can even assist you by working with the factory to resolve these.
We normally require at least 7 days prior to the inspection date for inspection requests,
however we will consider urgent requests, so do not hesitate to contact us, we are your eyes
and ears on the ground in China!

Top Reasons for a Final Article Inspection









Only takes 48 hours to receive your report (depending on size of order);
An inspector physically attends the factory and inspects the goods;
Provides documented evidence regarding goods condition;
Identifies goods problems before they leave China;
Provides the opportunity to have problems fixed before it’s too late;
Highlights packaging issues;
Provides sufficient information to allow for confident choices;
Useful to provide in insurance claim support if there is damage in transit;




The inspection is booked through our Australian office; and
China Blueprint can tailor design the inspection to suit client needs.

Terms and Conditions
1. Background
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China Blueprint Consultants Pty Ltd an Australian company trading as CHINA BLUEPRINT and
is a consultant providing oversight and support services relating to the manufacture, supply and
import of products from China.

2. Agreement to terms and conditions
By placing an order for services with CHINA BLUEPRINT, the Buyer agrees to these standard
terms and conditions.

3. Interpretation
In these terms and conditions the following words have these meanings unless the contrary
intention appears:
Buyer means the person or entity placing an order for services with China Blueprint and includes
any person, corporation, firm or unincorporated association acting on behalf of and with the
authority of the Buyer.
China Blueprint means China Blueprint Consultants Pty Ltd ABN 129586385 trading as China
Blueprint.

Process means any step relevant to the production and supply of the Product.
Product means the product to be supplied by the Supplier to the Buyer.
Quality Inspector means a suitably experienced person engaged by China Blueprint or its
consultants to carry out a Quality Inspection.
Quality Inspection means checking of Process and/or Product by a Quality Inspector in
accordance with these terms and conditions and to the extent specified in the Buyers order for
services to China Blueprint. Supplier means the provider in China engaged by the Buyer to
produce the Product.

4. China Blueprint Obligations
4.1 China Blueprint will arrange for a Quality Inspector to carry out Quality Inspections to the
extent specified in the Buyer’s order for services in accordance with such random sample

techniques as China Blueprint considers appropriate having regard to the Buyer’s order for
services to China Blueprint.
4.2 A Quality Inspection does not include checking the internal mechanics of
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equipment.
4.3 China Blueprint undertakes to supply the services it has accepted to carry out in a
professional and timely manner, in accordance with proper professional practice and in
compliance with any special instructions provided by the Buyer when ordering the service (as
confirmed by China Blueprint and the Buyer in writing) and in the absence of such instructions:
any relevant professional standard, trade custom, usage or practice; such methods as CHINA
BLUEPRINT considers appropriate on technical, operational and/or financial grounds.
4.4 Services carried out by China Blueprint, on behalf of the Buyer will be carried out by using
techniques and processes that permit an independent, impartial and objective approach.
4.5 On completion of a Quality Inspection China Blueprint will provide the Buyer with a
comprehensive report, including photographic evidence where appropriate, communicating the
collection of information China Blueprint has been requested to supply and which will be
delivered as a fax, a written document or online within 48 hours of completion of an inspection.
4.6 China Blueprint will issue the report relating to the facts as recorded by it within the limits of
the instructions received and on the basis of the documents and information provided by the
Buyer but China Blueprint is under no obligation to report upon any facts or circumstances which
are outside the specific scope of its assignment.
4.7 The report will reflect the findings of China Blueprint at the time and place of the Quality
Inspection. The report is for the benefit of the Buyer and does not affect the legal and/or
commercial obligations between the Buyer and the Supplier.

5. General Exclusion
5.1China Blueprint does not import goods from China on behalf of the Buyer. The role of China
Blueprint is to act as a representative for the Buyer independent from the Supplier to monitor
quality control.
5.2 China Blueprint incurs no obligations in respect of the terms of trade between the Buyer and
the Supplier and is not a party to those arrangements.

5.3 No responsibility or liability will be taken by China Blueprint for the accuracy of any
information provided by the Buyer.
5.4 Documents reflecting arrangements between the Buyer and the Supplier or third parties’
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information only and do not extend or restrict the scope of the services or obligations accepted
by China Blueprint.
5.5 China Blueprint is neither an insurer nor a guarantor and disclaims such capacity. If the
Buyer seeks a guarantee against loss or damage it should obtain appropriate insurance and
legal advice.
5.6 China Blueprint expressly reserves the right to act at its own discretion in accepting or
declining a request from the Buyer for service, and cannot be compelled to accept or be held
liable for declining a request for services:
Falling out of its scope of activity or specialisation;
Presenting geographical accessibility problems, such as services to be rendered in restricted or
remote areas;
Requiring China Blueprint to obtain special permission to operate such as governmental
permissions.
5.7 While all necessary care is taken, China Blueprint is not liable for any failure of the Supplier
to meet the Buyer’s specifications or other contractual arrangements between the Buyer and the
Supplier.
5.8 Where less than 100% of the production is complete at the time of a Quality Inspection,
China Blueprint’s responsibility will only extend to those items completed at the time of inspection.

6. Individual Contracts
6.1 On each occasion China Blueprint receives from the Buyer an order or instructions for
services and China Blueprint responds with an order confirmation, a binding and enforceable
contract on these terms and conditions comes into force for the services which are the subject of
that order or instruction.

7. Fees
7.1 The Buyer must pay China Blueprint’s fees for the provision of services calculated in
accordance with the order for services or, if no fee amount is specified in the order, at China
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7.2 The Buyer must pay the fee within 14 days after the date of China Blueprint’s invoice.
7.3 If the Buyer is in arrears in any payment due to China Blueprint the Buyer must pay, in
addition to the arrears, interest at the rate of 10 per cent per annum on all arrears for each day
the default continues.
7.4 Payment will be made in favour of China Blueprint by electronic funds transfer, cheque or
credit card (plus any charges that may apply), or by any other method as agreed to between
China Blueprint and the Buyer. Payment by cheque will be regarded as made on the date the
cheque is cleared. China Blueprint may charge a processing fee of $50 on any dishonoured
cheques.

8. Cancellation Policy
Any costs incurred by China Blueprint for cancellations accepted after the initial order for
services will be met by the Buyer and paid within 14 days of invoice.

9. Fees
9.1 In the event that China Blueprint is held liable for any loss, damage or expense of
whatsoever nature and however arising, its liability to the Buyer will, in no circumstances, exceed
ten times the total aggregate sum of fees paid for the specific services in relation to which a claim
is made.
9.2 The Buyer guarantees and indemnifies China Blueprint and its servants, agents or
subcontractors against all claims made by third parties for loss, damage or expense of
whatsoever nature and however arising, relating to the performance or non-performance of any
service, to the extent that the total sum of such claims exceed the limitation of liability provided in
Article 9.1.

10. Buyer’s Obligations
The Buyer has the following obligations:

(a) To provide China Blueprint with a full and proper specification for the Process and/or the
Product sufficient to enable China Blueprint to carry out a Quality Inspection.
(b) To provide China Blueprint, in a timely manner (and in any event not later than 48 hours

Page | 10 before the desired inspection), with all information, samples, and documents (except for
generally available documents such as codes and standards) necessary to carry out the
requested service.
(c) To take all reasonable steps to ensure China Blueprint has access to the site and materials
on which the service will be carried out.
(d) To ensure that adequate instructions and notice are given to China Blueprint in due time to
facilitate proper performance for the service requested.
(e) To advise China Blueprint of the date on which the services are to commence, or to be
resumed, and also of essential dates affecting the item(s) for which services are being rendered.
(f) Generally to render all reasonable assistance to China Blueprint by providing necessary
instructions, information, documents, safety and security information in connection with the
services to be carried out.

11. Termination
Either party may terminate the contract for services and/or suspend the provision of services if:
(a) A party commits any material breach of its obligations under these terms and conditions
and/or the order for services and (if that breach is capable of remedy) fails to make good that
breach within 10 days of receipt of notice served by the non-defaulting party requiring it to do so.
(b) A party is insolvent or unable to pay its debts; is in suspension of payments; convenes a
meeting of or compounds with its creditors; has a receiving order made against it; (other than for
the purposes of bona fide amalgamation or reconstruction) has an order made or a resolution
passed for its winding up or for the appointment of an administrator to manage its affairs,
business and property or has a receiver or administrative receiver appointed over any of its
assets or undertakes or suffers any similar or analogous action in consequence of debt.

12.Confidentiality
China Blueprint and the Buyer must not divulge any confidential information obtained from the
other party to any third party not involved in the execution of the services rendered by China
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13.General
13.1 Any notice to China Blueprint may be served at Suite 905, 250 Pitt Street, Sydney and any
notice to the Buyer may be served at the Buyer’s address noted on the order for services or the
last known business address for the Buyer.
13.2 Notices may be served by post, fax, email or delivery.
13.3 China Blueprint and the Buyer will promptly do and perform all acts and things and execute
all documents as may from time to time be required, and at all times will act in good faith, for the
purposes of or to give effect to these terms and conditions.
13.4 These terms and conditions and the relationship between China Blueprint and the Buyer are
governed by the law of the State of New South Wales. The parties submit to the non-exclusive
jurisdiction of its courts. The parties will not object to the exercise of jurisdiction by those courts
on any basis.
13.5 No party is an agent, representative, partner of any party by virtue of these terms and
conditions.
13.6 No party has any power or authority to act for or to assume any obligation or responsibility
on behalf of another party, to bind another party to any agreement, negotiate or enter into any
binding relationship for or on behalf of another party or pledge the credit of another party except
as specifically provided in these terms and conditions or by express agreement between the
parties.
13.7 If a clause or part of a clause of these terms and conditions can be read in a way that
makes it illegal, unenforceable or invalid, but can also be read in a way that makes it legal,
enforceable and valid, it must be read in the latter way. If any clause or part of the clause is
illegal, unenforceable or invalid, that clause or part is to be treated as removed from these terms
and conditions, but the rest of these terms and conditions are not affected.

13.8 No variation of these terms and conditions will be of any force of effect unless it is in writing
and signed by China Blueprint and the Buyer.
13.9 The fact that a party fails to do, or delays doing, something the party is entitled to do under
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breach of obligation by another party. A waiver by a party is only effective if it is in writing. A
written waiver by a party is only effective in relation to the particular obligation or breach in
respect of which it is given. It is not to be taken as an implied waiver of any other obligation or
breach or as an implied waiver of that obligation or breach in relation to any other occasion.

